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NOW TRENDING...





DIVERSITY/WORKFORCE 













SUSTAINABILITY









Sustainability is both 

the cost of doing 

business and the key 

to attracting workforce



AUTOMATION









In the era of automation, 

companies that don’t 

adapt will be left behind



INFRASTRUCTURE



You can live and 

connect anywhere, if the 

infrastructure is there













UNCERTAINTY











U
N

P
R

E
C

E
D

E
N

T
E

D
 S

H
O

C
K



U
N

P
R

E
C

E
D

E
N

T
E

D
 S

H
O

C
K



The only thing certain 

about the economy is its 

uncertainty



OPPORTUNITY



Building up our Biosciences



Manufacturing 4.0 Opportunity

Support Adoption of 

Automation

• A fourth industrial revolution, Industry 

4.0, emphasizes automation and smart 

technology 

• Iowa must adapt and support industry 

investments and incentives to help the 

state’s manufacturers remain 

competitive



Connectivity

Pandemic takes broadband from priority to imperative

Telemedicine: A solution to the provider shortage in Iowa

Precision and Digital Agriculture Technology

Industry 4.0
• Over 50% of Iowa’s manufacturers located in Iowa’s rural areas and are suppliers 

to larger Iowa manufacturers

• Increased bandwidth, latency requirements and ability to manage big data is 

essential to strengthen supply chain and keep competitive on a global scale

o Enhanced Mobile Broadband: Individual user experience data download and upload 

rates of a minimum of 100 Mbps

o Ultra Reliable and Low Latency Communications: Decreasing end-to-end latency 

speeds to 5 ms or less.



Phases of the Economic Recovery

• The economy reaches 

a nadir

• Activity and 

employment trough, 

the unemployment 

rate rises and jobless 

claims peak

• The bottoming out ends

• Activity and employment 

rebound, the 

unemployment rate and 

jobless claims decline

• Activity and jobs move 

beyond previous peak

• New businesses are 

created, current 

businesses expand and 

invest 
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▪ Advance a housing omnibus bill in the 2021 legislative session

▪ Support Manufacturing Industry 4.0 Initiative

▪ Transform Iowa’s communities through creative placemaking

▪ Grow Iowa’s leadership in the Biosciences



▪ Universal broadband access for Iowans

▪ Adequate access to broadband as it impacts health, learning, working, as well as the

agriculture and manufacturing sectors

▪ Subsidize low-to-no-cost broadband access to negate the financial barriers to adoption



▪ Reduce the childcare barrier by developing a comprehensive strategy to address 

longstanding and persistent issues affecting childcare availability in Iowa
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